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Mohammad Shafiul Alam
Cabinet Secretary

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh is pacing firmly on the highway towards development with a vision to
realize Sonar Bangla, the dream of our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman under the charismatic leadership of Sheikh Hasina, Honorable Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. The country is determined to become a middle income
nation by 2021 and a prosperous and developed nation by 2041 in the course of
realization of the vision.

Integrated efforts and initiatives along with appropriate flourishment of the
economic prospects of each district are crucial for achieving the vision. In this context
district branding is being implemented under the coordination of Cabinet Division
with the support of the a2i program of Prime Minister's Office. The Cabinet Division
has already issued a strategy for proper planning and implementation of district-
branding.

One of the most important aspects of district-branding is the brand-book. It is an
important and effective tool for showcasing district-branding at home and abroad. |
am absolutely delighted to know that Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Gaibandha
is going to publish a brand-book with the support of a2i program. | believe this
brand-book will play a pivotal role in depicting district-branding initiatives and
implementation trajectory. | would like to thank all officials concerned with the
preparation of the book.

_ﬂ_,_ﬂ_.;.ﬂn.ﬂ-—

{(Mohammad Shafiul Alam)
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Md. Nojibur Rahman
Principal Secretary

Prime Minister's Office
Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

The mission of district branding is to achieve socio economic development through
promoting the uniqueness and the potentials of each district. The districts have diverse
potentials such as tourist sites, commercial products, famous foods, history and tradition
as well as peoples’ welfare-centric initiatives. District branding plays an important role in
safequarding and fostering history, tradition and culture of the districts, developing
tourism industry, implementing 'one district one product' programme and identifying
and preserving the geographical indications (Gls). One of the main objectives of district
branding is to provide support in realizing the vision of the present government to
become a middle income country by 2021 and a prosperous and developed nation by
2041.

District-branding is closely linked with tourism. This initiative can play an important role in
unleashing the potentials of tourism in Bangladesh. In this regard, all government and
non-government organizations, including Cabinet Division, Ministry of Public
Administration, Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism, Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation, Bangladesh Tourism Board can work together. The
Prime Minister's Office can also provide all-out support.

All the districts have already selected their branding areas, developed logos and three-
year work plan with the support of the a2i program of the Prime Minister's Office. One of
the important initiatives of the district to promote district branding at home and abroad
is the publication of Brand Book. This document will be a foundation for the future
editions and at the same time will also be treated as a landmark publication in the history
of district-branding.

| congratulate District Administration, Ghaibandha, a2i and all concerned for publishing
such an impressive and informative Brand Book and wish the district branding initiative all
the success.

Ko

(Md. Nojibur hahman)
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Kabir Bin Anwar
Director General ( Admin)
Prime Minister's Office

Each and every districts of Bangladesh possess some unique features and potentialities.
Some part of this land have elegant natural beauty while the other parts have historical
archetypes and antiques. Also most parts of this land have abundancy of agri products with
lot of fruits and crops. The folk arts and cultural heritages of this country have significant
history and practice as well. All the unique features and characteristics of the very part of
the country need to be flourished not only inside the country but also to the rest of the world
to let everyone know about the Beautiful Bangladesh and to attract Foreign Direct
Investment. In this perspective district branding is a unique approach.

Bangladesh has been pacing forward with significant progress in economic and social
indicators led by Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, to build ‘Sonar Bangla’ the
dream of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The present
government 1s committed to build ‘Digital Bangladesh® by 2021 and a happy and
prosperous country by 2041. To realize these visions, the government has taken up massive
programs. As part of these programs to accelerate the momentum of development, the
initiative of ‘District Branding” has been undertaken by the a2i program of the Prime
Minister's Office.

Brand-Book is a unique eflort to impressively demonstrate the overall activities of district
branding. This book will serve as a knowledge base for planning and implementing district-
branding and for those who will be associated with this initiative later. For this reason, the
district committee has been requested to publish this document. Bilingual feature of this
book has certainly added extra advantage regarding its use. [ expect, new editions of this
book will be published in future and will play a crucial role in showcasing district branding
at home and abroad.

My heartfelt thanks go to District Administration, Gaibandha, a2i and all who contributed to
this significant publication.

T

L

(Kabir Bin Anwar)
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Kazi Hasan Ahmed
Divisional Commissioner
Rangpur

Bangladesh is forwarded on the way to OSonar Bangla' the dream of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, led by his worthy daughter Honorable Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Today Bangladesh is a country of immeasurable probability. The
tradition and history of our country is very flourishing. Geographical location, weather and
climate provide much in livelihood for the people of this country. Diversities in teams race,
religion, language, and culture are rare in any other countries throughout the world. These
feature of Bangladesh made that probability fulgent. The Government of Bangladesh has
compiled vision to arrive at the middle-income country by 2021 and intending to be
introduced as a developed country across the world by 2041. District-branding initiatives
has been undertaken to speed up these development activities in coordination with
Cabinet Division and with the cooperation of a2i project of the Prime Minister Office.

Gaibandha is a district of Rangpur division. Like other districts, Gaibandha also undertook
the district-branding initiative. Once, Gaibandha was also known as a Monga and flood
affected area like other district of North-Bengal. | am very much delighted to noticed that
maize played a pioneer role in sweeping out Monga from everyday live of the people, |
strongly believe that maize will keep a remarkable role achieving vision-2021 and vision-
2041 side by side playing role in the betterment of socio-economic condition of the people
of Gaibandha. Gaibandha District administration has published branding-book aiming to
introduce branding activities to home and abroad.

| would like to convey cordial thanks to all who worked for publication of this branding-

book.

(Kazi Hasan Ahmed)
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Gautam Chandra Pal
Deputy Commissioner

Gaibandha, grown up with silted soil of the Tista, Brahmaputra and Jamuna, is a potential district of northern
region. According to the report of Rangpur district collector E, G Blazeyar of 1873, the Bhabaniganj thana was
established in Bhabaniganj Mouza of Patiladoha Pargana on the bank of the Brahmaputra, which became
sub-division in 1821.In 1874 due to extensive river erosion the sub-divisional city was shifted to Gaibandha.

Legend Raja Birat of the Mahabharata is especially important for its naming of Gaibandha.Five thousand
years ago, the capital city of Raja Birat of MatsyaDesh was in Gobindaganj thana area of Gaibandha. There
was no comparison of King Birat's livestock.

The number of his cows was sixty thousand. In order to prevent the robbery of the cow the great king
established a gooseal in a huge fallen land. The cows were tied in the gooseal set in the dirt ground adjacent
to the river. Gaibandha was the legend of the cow tied, which later became known as Gaibandha.

The role of Gaibandha in our liberation war is historic and glorious. On March 23, 1971, a decision was made
to fly the flag of Bangladesh in Gaibandha instead of the Pakistani flag. The sub-divisional committee was
formed on 24 March. Armed training continued in various places in the city as preparation for liberation war.
At the end of the training the freedom fighters took part in the active liberation war. The name of Mollarchar
of Gaibandha Sadar Upazila is very important regarding liberation war. It was the safest hiding out of the
freeway. One of the transit places to come to India from Bangladesh was the Mollercher. Kalasona Island,
located in the muktanchol of the eastern bank of the Brahmaputra of Gaibandha subdivision, isolated by
Manas river was one of the key bases of warfare in the northern region. The freedom fighters of Guerrilla
Company of sector 11 composed an attack on the Pakistani barbaric forces from this place. Daring battle was
organized in 24 places of the district. On 9 December the freedom fighters entered the SDO field (currently
the SHADHINOTA PRANGON)]) in the victorious mood. The reception was awarded to them there.

Many famous personalities of the district made outstanding contribution to the politics. Khan Bahadur
Abdul Majid, Hamid Uddin Khan, Abu Hossain Sarkar, Siraj Uddin Ahmed, Shah Abdul Hamid, among others
are mentionable. Famous playwrighter Tulshi Lahiri's birth place is at Sadullapur upazila. Popular "Kazi
guaba's inventor Kazi Mohammad Badruddoza is a pride of Gaibandha.

Rosomonjuri of gaibandha of its unique feature is famous countrywide . In 1940, Ramesh Chandra Ghosh
started first production this of tasty food item at circular road. Silted vast char land of Tista, Dharla,
Brahmaputra, Jamuna river is a beautiful granary .Maize and chili of char have distinctive properties,
distinctive characteristics.This two agricultural products are being expanded gradually.

We selected traditional and promising Rosmunjuri, Maize and Chilies as the subject of our district branding.
By spreading the huge potential of this three-styled product, we want to brand our favorite district
Gaibandha across the country and abroad.

District Banding Book is a unique mirror of the district. Grateful to those who have contributed in making the
book. Due to the formation of the book in short time, there might be some unintentional mistake. We will be
grateful to receive any suggestion for rectification.

Let it be repeated in our heart, "Build Golden Bangladesh through good governance- a dream reality".

(Gautam Chandra Pal)
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Mohammad Mizanur Rahman
Additional Deputy Commissioner

EDITORIAL

The government system which serves as the watchdog of the state to provide services to the people
and to maintain basic human rights is public administration.

Gaibandha district administration has been working very efficiently for 25,02,080 people within the
2179 square kilometer area of the district. At the very beginning, it is better to mention that in 1875
General Warren Hastings established 24 police stations under Rangpur district collectorate during
his regime. Goebindaganj, Sadullapur was in Idrakpur Pargana. On the bank of the Brahmaputra river,
there was another thana named Bhabaniganj under Patiladaha Pargana. In the end of 1893, Due to
the severe river erosion, the subdivision headquarters was established at Gaibandha which is 12 km
west of Bhabaniganj mouza of Patiladah Pargana and also known as cattle grazing land of the king
Raja Birat of Mahabharata and presently, it is on the banks of the current Ghaghat River.

Today public administration is open-unchecked-dedicated in providing public service. Applying the
potential innovations of information technology, like other districts of the country, all the
government machinery of Gaibandha has been working with the vow of providing public service.
Innovative theory has added new dimensions in public service. New young officers are immersed in
their own innovative thinking. Several innovative initiatives of Gaibandha Public Administration
presented at the national and divisional level were highly appreciated and rewarded. Public
administration officials have been properly utilizing their talents and innovative powers to provide
services even in the district, upazila and union levels.

Gaibandha is beset with four mighty rivers. Flood is a constant companion for the people of the area
because of the mighty Brahmaputra, Ghaghat, Tista and Karatoa. The servers of the Republic have to
work for their welfare. Reducing time, visit and cost in ensuring proper service has added a new
dimension in cur world of thinking. Today's Bangladesh wants to give a message to the world "The
country of immense potentials and possibilities”. It is an unprecedented initiative to provide services
through social networking; receiving messages via Facebook, Viber, Skype; and extending the hands
of service among the common people. The bright young generation of the public administration
has been working with their talent, merit and diligence. Every employee of the public administration
has been working as a dedicated facilitator of the revolutionary work of poverty alleviation as well
as to transform the population into human resources ensuring the accessibility and optimum use
information technology to the marginalized people of the country.

It has been possible to publish this brand book within a very short time due to the proper and kind
direction and supervision of the honorable Deputy Commissioner, Gaibandha. | am especially
thankful and grateful to the honorable Deputy Commissioner, Gaibandha and all others concerned
with this publication.

o

—
{(Mohammad Mizanur Rahman)
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Gaibandha as district

Prior to 1875, this area did not have any
unit of the the government named
Gaibandha. A subdivision named
Bhabaniganj was formed on 27th August
1885 merging Sadullapur and Bhabaniganj
thana of Rangpur district. In 1875,
Bhananiganj subdivision was worst hit by
river erosion and so the subdivision was
shifted to Gaibandha, on the banks of the
Ghaghat river. Later it was renamed
Gaibandha subdivision. In the 1980s,
when the decision was taken to transform
subdivisions into districts, Gaibandha got
the prestige of a district on February 15,
1984.

Gaibandha district consists of seven
upazilas. Upazilas arc: (1) Gaibandha
Sadar, (2) Sundarganj, (3) Sadullapur, (4)
Palashbari, (5) Gobindaganj, (6) Fulchari
and (7) Saghata. Its area is 2179.27sq km.
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Size and Location

Gaibandha district consists of seven upazilas. The upazilas are -(1) Gaibandha Sadar, (2)
Sundarganj, (3) Sadullapur, (4) Palasbari, (5) Gobindaganj, (6) Fulchari and (7) Saghata. Its area is
2179.27sq km.

This historical district of North Bengal is located between 25°03' to 25°39' North latitude and
89°12' to 89%42' East longitude. Gaibandha district stands 21.35 meters above the sea
level.Gaibandha District is bordered on the north by Tista River and Chilmari upazila of Kurigram
district; on the north-west by Pirgacha of Rangpur district;on the west Mithapukur and Pirganj
upazila of Rangpur district, Gharaghat upazila of Dinajpur district; on the southwest Kalai upazila
of Joypurhat district, on the south Shibganj and Sonatala upazilas of Bogura district; and mighty
Brahmpaputra river flowing on the east.

Landscape

According to geological analysis, excluding some of the southeastern unions of Gobindaganj
upazila, almost all the parts of Gaibandha district are classified as "platinum plains of neo-
geological age". The remaining area of the district is the part of Varendra Region (locally known
as the "Khiar" area)which was formed in the Pleistocene period.

Geological features

Most of the land of Gaibandha district is composed of silt carried by the rivers. Excluding the
"Khiar" area formed of clay of Gobindaganj upazila, most of the land of Gaibandha is naturally
formed of sandy clay.
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Naming of Gaibandha District

It is said that there was a Hindu king's palace in Gobindaganj upazila (Gaibandha) about five
thousand years before the writing of the Mahabharata. His name was Rajabirat. This fallow
domesticated grassland on the banks of Ghaghat river (now Gaibandha city) was under his dominion.

He used this grassy land as the grazing field and pasture of his cows.The name of the region became
Gaibandha because the cows were tied here.

Many people think that the name Gaibandha was not in use during the regime of Raja Birat. At page
no. 10 of the book"History of Dinajpur” published by Mosharraf Hossain, he, referring historian
Buchanan, quoted that Raja Birat took part in the side of Pancha Pandav in the battle of Kurukshetra
and was killed along with his son.

Battle of Kurukeshetra was fought in 3200 BC (Hindu Calender). But at page no. 10 of the book
"History and tradition of Gaibandha", it has been said that in the book "Ain-I-Akbari" written during
Emperor Akbar's reign, there has been the description of 84 mahals under the then Ghoraghat suba.
Though Balka (Belka), Balashbari (Palashbari), Tulshighat, Sa-Ghata (Saghata), Katabarietc were
mentioned among those mahals, Gaibandha was not mentioned in any of those.From this it is
understandable that the name Gaibandha did not originate in the sixteenth century. Thus, the idea that
the name "Gaibandha" has originated from the cow-grazing land of Raja Birat is not properly
conceived.

In fact, the name Gaibandha is not very ancient. Probably, people start calling this region as
Gaibandha for a special incident relating to tying cows in this area and gradually this area starts to
familiarize as Gaibandha. For example, places like Hatibandha, Bagbandha, Mohisbandha are
specially mentionable.
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Background of district-branding

In order to make Bangladesh a middle-income
country by the year 2021, the present government

has enacted Vision-2021 and to transform the
country into a happy and prosperous one by 2041,
the government has enacted vision 2041. Achieving
speedy and continuous economic growth is a must to
implement those visions. Coordinated efforts are
needed to accelerate this economic growth.,

Every district of Bangladesh is differently characterized and
economically promising. Gaibandha district is not an
exception. One of the very promising products is
Rasmanijuri, which has already earned prominence in home
abroad. At the same time, the district is bestowed with
long sandy char area in the basin of the Brahmaputra-
Jamuna River. Maize and chilies are among the most
promising crops produced in this char area.

In a number of meetings and workshops organized for
district-branding, officials of different departments,
prominent members, media personalities, and well
respected social workers of the district have expressed
their views to select Rasmanijuri as the main branding
product along with maize and chilies. If it is possible

to develop products like Rasmanjuri along with

maize and chilies produced in the char area, it will
be able to contribute significantly to the socio-
economic development of the country as well as
Gaibandha.
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Objectives of District-Branding

The main objectives of Gaibandha district-branding through Rasmanjuri
and Maize-Chilies are:

¥ Speeding up in the economic growth of the district;

% Creating new employment opportunities in addition to economic, social
and infrastructure development of the district;

# Building the positive image of the district;

¥ Developing the history, heritage and culture of Gaibandha district in the
background of Rasmanjuri;

© Ensuring socio-economic development of the people of the char area
with the maize and chilies produced in the char area.

4 Creating local entrepreneurs;

% Involving people from al walks of the district for development;

4 Eliminating poverty and unemployment;

© Creating and expanding markets of these products in the country and abroad;
4 Contributing to the economic development of the country as a whole.
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Rasmanjuri

Although it is not known who first started producing Rasmanjuri, it is known that Ram
Mohan De, owner of the Misti Vandar, first produced Rasmanjuri in the Gaibandha city.
Commercial production of Rasmanjuri started in 1940; and in the 1950s, its reputation and
identity starts spreading all over the country.

Then Ramesh Chandra Ghosh, owner of Ramesh Ghosh Confectionery store at Circular Road
of Gaibandha, made the Rasmanijuri better known and well-known to the sweet favourites
of the country.

The cremations is made up of a small round marble-like rosette, which is made of pure milk
with latex milk rhythm like a broiled mango gourd, the juice of milk mixed with dense fatty
acids, crating a combination of different flavours, the wonderful taste of the third level. So
the poet's poetic name (Ross+manjuri) Rasmanjuri.
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Maize of Char

Maize cultivation has been expanding in Gaibandha district for the past several years due to crop
suitability and soil fertility. In this year, cultivating maize in 12 thousand hectares of land in Rabi and
Kharip-1 scason in Gaibandha district, the farmers have achieved the capacity to produce about a
million tons of maize. This achievement is a matter of pride and joy for Gaibandha district. From the
beginning of this century, the cultivation of maize started increasing gradually in the district. With the
help of government and non-government organizations, there is an increase in the cultivation of maize
in the Char area as well as flat lands. In the last 5 years, there has been a positive consistency in the
maize marketing system in Char area. Currently, 60% of the maize produced in this district is
produced in Char area. About one lakh farmers are engaged in maize cultivation in Gaibandha district.
But it has the opportunity of creating employment for thousands of people in its production,
management and collection activities.
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Chilies of Char

As the soil and weather is suitable for the cultivation of chili, the pepper deposits in
Gaibandha district are increasing day by day. Currently, there are approximately 2,400
hectares of land under chili cultivation in the district in the Rabi and Kharip-1 season. Its
total production is 4000 MT.

The farmers of Gaibandha district are becoming interested in cultivating chilies due to
good market demand, good varieties and expansion of improved techniques of cultivation.
Most of the chilies of Gaibandha district is produced in the Char area.The Char area is now
called the storehouse of chili production. Chili cultivation has turned into a profitable
agriculture profession for the Char farmers as the silt carried by the flood is very suitable for
chili cultivation.
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First Shaheed Minar

The first Shaheed Minar in the district of Gaibandha is
situated in the Municipal Park. The Park Road is to its west.
The monument is situated just besides the Municipal
building. The large pond of Municipal Park is to the south,
The reputed Public Library is on the pond side. To its East,
the extended part attached with the Shaheed Minar is
named Minar Chatter or Koroi Tola. This premise of
Shaheed Minar is used as a venue to observe and
organize different events. The monument does not go
unseen to anyone entering the town. It always reminds
the dwellers of the city of our glorious Language
Movement. Many language soldiers contributed greatly to
building of the Shaheed Minar. The locals who took part in
the language Movement built the Shaheed Minar from
1948 to 1949. Though the initiative was taken, for the first
time, to build a monument in memory of the Language
Martyres in 1955, it was not materialized. Later, on 21
February, 1956, some members of Rastra Vasha Songram
Parishad(State Language Movement Committee} laid the
foundation to the present Shaheed Minar. The initiative
was led by Awami League leader Tazlul Uddin Khan, Hasan
Imam Tulu, Khan Ali Taib, Matiur Rahman, language soldier
Curzon Ali and many others.
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Gaibandha in the war of
liberation

As per the directive of Bangabandhu's historic speech on
March 7, 1971, strike continued in the government's private
office and educational institute of Gaibandha subdivision. In
the second week of March, a 17-member sub-divisional
committee was reformed by convenor of newly elected MNA
Lutfar Rahman, MP, Waliur Rahman Reza and Awami League
General Secretary Ataur Rahman as joint convener, In
continuation of this, the struggle committee was formed in
different areas including Thana Sadar. After the gathering of a
student crowd at Gaibandha Public Library ground on 23
March, the flag of independent Bangla was flown up by
burning Pakistani flags.

Beginning from March 27, priliminary training for freedom
fight began at Gaibandha College and Islamia High School
grounds. Training of students and youths at different places
including Gobindaganj College ground, Palashbari FU Club,
Bonapara High School ground outside the sub-divisional city.
On 16th April Gaibandha subdivision was free from Pakistani
occupied force. On April 17, the Pakistani army entered the city
of Gaibandha through Sadullapur and within 2 days the whole
subdivision took control. Thousands of people from Gaibandha
took refuge in India from their homesteads. In a section of
Gaibandha Sadar, Saghata, Fulchari, Sadullapur and
Sundarganj, the freedom fighters sector 11, some of Gaibandha
Sadar and Sundarganj are in Sector 6 and under the sector 7
under the Freedom Fighters of Palashbari and Gobindaganj.
Company commanders of Gaibandha are - Aminul Islam Shuja,
MN Nabi Lalu, Khairul Alam, Mahbub Elahi Ranju, Rostam Ali
Khandakar, Mufizur Rahman Khoka and Shahjahan Ali Tuku.
Another Saiful Islam sentence was responsible for the failure of
the leadership in the Battle of Nandina and withdrew from the
war. Notable battles fought in Gaibandha-War of Trimohani
Ghat of Saghata Thana, Singra Rail Bridge Operation,
Bhartakhali Train Ambush, Saghata Thana Raid, Fulchari Thana
Raid, 4th Deccan War, Battle of Kalasona Chara, Ship Attack in
Tahtimukh Ghat, Attack of Rasulpur Sluicegate, Bhangamor
Ambush Uriya Char Operation, Battle of Badiakhali road bridge

of Sadar Thana, Dariapur bridge operation, Nandina Uddha.
The number of Martyrs are 86. Though the name of 461 general
martyrs is known, it is believed to be a lot more.

Six freedom fighters, who have received the state title for their
heroic contribution to Bangladesh-

01.Shaheed Abdul Latif-Bir Uttam Charar Hat, Pabanpur,
Palashbari.

02. Badiul Alam-Bir Uttam-Rampura, Gobindaganj.

03.Shahid Afsar Ali-Bir Bikram-Jalagari, Mahadipur, Palashbari.
04. Mahabub Elahi Ranju-Bir Pratik , Munshipara, Gaibandha.
05.ATM Khaled Dulu-Bir Pratik, Madhyapara, Gaibandha.

06. Sheikh Abdul Mannan-Bir Pratik-Dighuhat, Gobindaganj.

In Gaibandha, Pakistani invaders killed many people and
maked the area mass killing grounds and mass graves.
Notable mass graves and mass killing areas are: Shah Kafil
Uddin's godown, Kamarjani mass killing site, Gatinbagh area
adjacent to Katakhali Bridge in Gobindaganj, Massacre of
Pekhera village, Polashbari Sauj Dabanglora's killing area,
Ramchandrapur mass killing site, Munshalipur-Jafar mass
grave, Fulchari mass Killing site, Sundarganj Gawal Ghat killing
ground .On 7th December, Gaibandha was liberated from the
Pakistani invaders. In memory of the martyrs of 71, One of the
memorials, memorials and pillars of Gaibandha is the victory
pillar of freedom of Gaibandha municipality, memeorial
monument in front of Westpara Government Primary School,
Munshipara Shaheed Minar, Shaheed memerial menument in
front of the district Shilpakala academy, Shaheed Syed Anwar
Hossain Road, Shahid Asaduzzaman Nawab newspaper plaque
of Westpara, Police Line The mausoleum of the two brothers,
Khaled Dulu Bir symbol road, graveyard and memorial of five
martyrs in Shahghata, Shahid Minar of Fulchari massacre,
Katakhali memorial monument of Gobindaganj, Shaheed
Minar of Gano kobor village of Pakkhira, memorial monument
of Palashbari massacre, Manglishpur-Jafar memorial plate,
Fojlul Karim memorial Fulchari Fajlupur Union and Saghata
Freedom of the five martyrs remembered in the upazila the
union is named Muktinagar.
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Tower of independence
On 9th December 1994, the leaders of political,
social and cultural organizations held a
meeting to build a memorial at the premises of
Gaibandha city municipal park where the flag
of independent Bengal was hoisted burning
the Pakistani flag on 23rd March 1971. In this
meeting, a 101-member committee was
constituted with language activist Matiur
Rahman, Liberation War organizer Abu Taleb
Miah and Mohammad Khaled as joint
convener.

On 6 November, 1995, a 15-member
Committee on building victory tower was
formed with convener Mahamudul Hugq
Shahjada and secretary Abu Bakar Siddique.
Though the foundation was formally
established on the initiative of this committee,
no work was done laterIn 2002, Gaibandha
District Council took a plan to build a
monument of Liberation War in the same place.
On March 15, 2003, the acting minister of the
Gaibandha district and whip of the lJatiya
Sangsad, Syed Wahidul Alam inaugurated the
construction work of the monument.In the
financial year 2002-03, 5 lac taka and in the
fiscal year 2003-04, 3 lakh taka were allocated
for the construction of the tower from the fund
of the District Council.

Shah Mainul Islam Shilpo, Sonjivan Kumar and
Arumy Biswas did the art and design work of
the monument. The design of the victory pillar
of independence includes our national flag, two
hands symbolize the struggle of seven and a
half crore people, two arms symbolize the
weapons of the freedom fighters and the 11
stairs symbolize the 11 sectors of
independence.
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Bangabandhu Mural

In the heart of Gaibandha city, Bangabandhu
mural annexed to the public library and club
and independence tower takes notice of the
people. is surrounded by the people of
Gaibandha, the center of public library and
club and the victory pillar of independence.
Especially the new generation became
curious to see the portrait during their
journey. Many people take a halt to enjoy its
intrinsic beauty. Gaibandha Zilla Parishad
funded around 7 lac taka for this 8 feet by 7
feet mural which was inauguratedon 17
March 2015. Shah Mainul Islam Shilpu
designed it.
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Independence Courtyard

The area adjacent to the residence of the Deputy
Commissioner was known as Swadhinata Parangan.
On July 1, 1961 the ground was opened for use by
the then Sub-divisional Officer Mohammad Ali CSP.
The ground was known as SDO Field for a long
time. On 7 December 1971, a group of freedom
fighters led by the commander of the War of
Liberation, Mahbub Elahi, Ranju, entered the town
and gathered Gaibandha as Pakistani invaders free,
There are more than ten thousand people giving
them reception. In the year 1996, as the Rajat
Jayanti Memorial of independence and conquest,
on December 9, the Field was named as
Swadhinata Parangana, in the special initiative of
Deputy Commissioner Nasir Uddin. Under the
supervision of Gaibandha District Administration,
there is a big stage in the courtyard where there is
an open ceremony.
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Mir Garden: Historic Shah
Sultan Ghazi Mosque

This old mosque is located at
Dariapur area of present Gaibandha
district. From the inscriptions of the
mosque, a religious personality
named Syed Wazed Ali discovered
and repaired the mosque in 1308AD.
Later, the name of a crusader named
Shah Sultan was attached to it. The
mosque gets familiarity after his
name. Moreover, the Majar Sharif of
Shah Sultan Gazi is located beside
the mosque. A fair is held here every
year in the month of Baishakh.

How to travel:

Take a rickshaw or auto-rickshaw or
CNG from Gaibandha Bus Stand.
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Bara Kali Mondir

Boro Kali Mondir is situated at
the centre of the Gaibandha
District. The mondir has
become a centre of meeting
place for people belonging to
the hindu community. the
mondir constructed on a vested
property has been hosting
hindu pujas (worship) of
different types such as
Kalipuja, Durgapuja, the birth
and death anniversary of lord
loknath Brahamacharya. Here
the devotees of all ages, with
their devotion laden hearts,
make the mendir campus very
lively on every occasion. On
almost all days, the mondir
premises remains crowded with
devotees coming from different
paces.

How to go: From the bus and
rail Station of district
headquarters, Boro Kali Mondir
is at a walking distance.
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Gaibandha Government College

In order to solve the problems of college education, several lawyers from
Gaibandha bar took initiative to establish a college in Gaibandha in 1942-43,
Among the entrepreneurs were Shah Abdul Hamid, Khairatuzzaman Chowdhury,
Refeet Ullah Sarkar, Deban Roy, Motilal Roy, Suren Chakraborty and Ahmad Hossain.
But this initiative did not succeed. On one hand, World War Il, on the other hand,
'Quit India' movement, entrepreneurs have to retreat in these chaotic situations.
Later, in July 1947, this initiative was a success. During this period Khairatuzzaman
Chowdhury had a special role. Of course, the subdivision administrator Fazlul Karim
contributed substantially to the establishment of this college. Gaibandha College
started its journey in two tin-houses of present Islamia High School. Intermediate
courses of Arts and Commerce were introduced. In the first year, about 70 students
were admitted in both the departments. In that year, the college got Calcutta
University Grants Shah Abdul Hamid became the first editor of the College
Management Committee, Treasurer Taleb Uddin Mondal The first principal was
Ashwini Chowdhury. He did not have much time. Yunus Ali took over as the
permanent Principal. He was an MA in philosophy. His house was in Jessore, He lived
permanently in Dhaka. From 1948 to 1952, he was in charge of the principal.

The college moved to the present place in 1953, In this work, the subdivision
administrator Abdul Motaleb had a special contribution. Local residents Nachim
Uddin Bepari gave some land. Also some land is purchased. Azizar Rahman, the
then teacher of the college, worked hard to build a new place. College funds were
collected from government jute purchase centers and kerosene dealers. 50,000
Taka was available in the year. Initially, the college principal's salary was 300 rupees
and other teachers had a salary of 175 rupees. In 1956 BA of college and B.Sc
courses were started in 1966. In the year 1980 the college was made public. The
identity of two students of Gaibandha College was found. Among them, Altaf
Hossain was ranked 9th on merit list in the Department of Arts in 1959 and Abdul
Halim got the 10th position in the same division in the same division in 1960.
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Gaibandha Government Women's College

: It has its impact in Gaibandha as it has established girls colleges as well as boys colleges in different areas of the country.
2l The need for establishment of separate colleges for women is necessitated due to the considerable interest of local girls
towards education. As a result, local educators took initiative to establish female colleges in different areas of Gaibandha.
i Currently there are 11 women's colleges in the district. Gaibandha Government Women's College is notable among
these 11 women colleges in the district. On August 13, 1969, the college was established. The first class starts at the local
Asaduzzaman Girls' School room. Gaibandha Girls College was named after the college. This college is started only with
&% humanities. Then there were only 30 students. Mohammad Ramzan Ali was in charge of the Acting Principal. Those who
"3 have contributed to the establishment of the college are: Former Speaker Late Shah Abdul Hamid, Shah Kafil Uddin,
w former MP Dr Mofizur Rahman, Lutfar Rahman, Waliur Rahman, Nizamuddin Ahmed (Moktar), Daulatunnesa Khatun,
Nagendra Nath Chaki, Advocate A KG Saifuddin, journalist and journalist Abdul Matin said. In the beginning of 1970, the
organizers of the college organized the abandoned jute warehouse of Manalal Hulas Chandra College for the College of
Asaduzzaman Girls' School in collaboration with the local administration, and in that year the college moved to new
places. In 1982, the Intermediate Course in the College of Science and Commerce and subsequently degree courses in
Humanities were introduced. The college was officially declared on 1 November 1984,
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Technical Training Center (TTC)

To Ensure proper skilled manpower, providing technical training and skilled immigration management on the basis of
world labor market, increase the opportunities for overseas employment of unemployed people and ensure greater
welfare and safe immigration for immigration workers. The present government has undertaken a number of initiatives
for the overall development of technical education on the basis of quality technical education and skilled manpower,
and on the basis of real demand. In continuation of this, under the Ministry of Expatriate Welfare and Employment,
under Manpower, Employment and Training Bureau, Gaibandha Technical Training Center (TTC), Kholahati, has been
constructed on 2 acres of land in Gaibandha. Students are given scholarships 400 taka each every month, in contrast
to the 11 students selected from this institution. Besides, training in Japanese language courses for Japanese jobs /
free home-based training for two (two) month housekeeping (residential) and motor driving and basic maintenance
project for women candidates for homeless women. After successful completion of training, the trainees strengthen the
connection between job and industry demand in the country and abroad.
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| Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)

The Agricultural Training Institute was established in 1954
by the name of Vi-Aid (Village Agricultural Industrial
Development), This institution funded by the Government
of America, trained the staff of the agricultural sector. In
1961, the name of this organization was changed to NDTI
(National Development Training Institute). During this time,
the Japanese government provided financial support to
the organization. In 1969 the organization was converted
into AETI (Agricultural Extension Training Institute}. During
this time SSC passed students were provided two year
agricultural training. In 1989-90 the organization was
renamed ATI. This training course is extended to 3 years
and the trainees get diploma course certificates. Every year
60 students get the opportunity to study in this institution.
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Employment Opportunities opened in Gaibandha:

Outsource Expert Limited

In the era of current IT-based globalization, the field of work is no longer
limited to its own country or specific boundaries, Nowadays, the cpportunity
to create global opportunities for the global work has been created, and it is
known as outsourcing. As the prices of labor are high in the developed
countries, they are constantly stuck in developing countries to save time and
labor. As a result, outsourcing has now emerged with the huge potential for
employment in Bangladesh, ie, large-scale earning of foreign currency for
Bangladesh. Bangladesh's position in the online job market is limited to the
third part of the world. If this opportunity is fully utilized, it is possible to
completely eliminate the unemployment problem of Bangladesh.
Outsourcing is a successful method of earning money in a simple way, On
the basis of success, both skills and opportunities are based on success. But
due to the limited constraints of Dhaka, most of the country's youth can not
take advantage of this work. Like all other areas, Gaibandha also had no
opportunity to do this job and had no training center like this.

As the outsourcers of outsourcing expert are residents of Gaibandha
district they want to share the success of their international work with the
people of their own area. To this end, they established a branch office of
Outsourcing Expert Limited in Gaibandha in 2014 to create employment
opportunity for the poor unemployed people of Gaibandha, the
underdeveloped district of the northern region. Later, in August 2015, a
collaborative service organization "Sarah Institute of E-Generation" was
established to create skilled manpower for outsourcing. The modern
laboratory is equipped with computers, projectors and many facilities.
Skilled instructors are collected from Dhaka. Because of their dignity and
accessory costs, the graphic design courses cost a lot to the students. As a
part of the work to be seen in the commercial eye, the authorities for the
youth who were behind the area decided that these expenses would be
taken from subsidized students by subsidizing the students.

The Sarah Institute of E-Generation is successful in creating skilled graphic
designers with its intense effort, Since the beginning of August 2015,
training has been given to 64 people in 4 batch. Qut of them, 52 young
people joined the job as a graphic designer at Outsource Expert Limited.
They are working with great expertise and creativity, which is being
appreciated in the international market. At present, 64 training centers are
in the final phase of training. Women's training is being started with 32
women in two batches in a phased manner from March.

Outsource Expert Limited, a sales office in London, has two offices with
head office in Dhaka and a production office in Gaibandha, which started
in 2009. More than 300 employees, including six British citizens in the
London office, are currently working in this organization and this number is
increasing by adding new staff every month. They work reqularly for more
than 12 thousand customers in the world market.

Regarding the goal of Outsource Expert Limited, the senior manager of the
company, Md Ataur Rahman Sujon said, "We hope that once a member of
each family of Gaibandha will be involved in outsourcing work. Each
unemployed young man in the area will become a digital hand. IT Park will
be established in Gaibandha.
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Gaibandha Palli Bidyut Samity

Since its inception in 1999, Gaibandha Palli Bidyut Samity is
playing a vital role in Agricultural, Industrial and Socio-
Economic Development of Gaibandha District. The Rural
Electrification Program conducted by Gaibandha Palli
Bidyut Samity has acted a |leap-forward in the development
of socio-economic structure of rural areas in Gaibandha
District as well as in entire Bangladesh. It has significant and
sustained impact on agricultural growth, industrialization
and business & commercial activities in the rural areas. It is
a consumer owned entity organized on the basic principles
of Co-operative for distribution of electric power to its
members and operates on No Loss - No Profit basis for the
mutual benefits of all its Members.
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Gaibandha Public Library and Club was established on 7
February 1907. This library is started in a house in the
adjoining area of the present Gaibandha Dataya
organization. In 1936 Gaibandha Public Library was built
at the present location of Gaibandha municipality.
Gobindlal Roy, zamindar of Tajhat of Rangpur, provided
financial assistance in the construction of the building of
Gaibandha Public Library and Club as well.

The entrepreneurs to establish the library were Ahmed Jan
Khan, Mohiuddin Khan, Hamid Uddin Khan, Maulvi Seifayet
Uddin Ahmed, Shahadat Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Abdul
Majid, Fayzar Rahman, Taslim Uddin Khan, Siraj Uddin
Khan, Benimadhab Das, Gunimohan Das, Ayen Uddin
were. Kishori Ballal Chowdhury, Ambikacharan Ghosh,
Prafulla Kumar Biswas, Jitendra Nath Roy, Radhabinod
Chowdhury, Abu Hossain Sarkar, Abdul Karim, Tamizuddin,
Sheikh Shah Mchammad Ali and others.

The general secretaries of Gaibandha Public Library and
Club are - Shah Abdul Hamid, Dr. Mafizar Rahman, Dr.
Sakhawat Hossain Khan, Sachindra Kumar Chaki, AKG
Saifuddin, Matlubar Rahman, Shahidur Rahman Chobi,
Farhad Abduljahan Haroon Bablu, Khalilur Rahman and
currently Ziaul Haque Johnny (Acting). The current book
number is about ten thousand.
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Shah Abdul Hamid Stadium in Gaibandha

Shah Abdul Hamid Stadium in Gaibandha. Among the stadiums, one of the stadiums has been named as the stadium. The
historic playground of Gaibandha, Shah Abdul Hamid Stadium of today, from Helal Park Eidgah ground in Gaibandha. The
ground that began today was 60 years ago.

Until 1957, Gaibandha subdivision of the northern towns had no football playground. Inter-school and sub-divisional level
football and Athletics competitions were held at the city's central model high school ground or at the nearby Islamia High
School ground. Because the places around the field were less co-opener, the audience would have to watch the game either
standing in the street or on the roof of the school. However, cricket was not so popular at that time. Football and athletics were
then very popular game.

The sports organizers of Gaibandha started their work to arange the playground. As a result, the then Sub-divisional
Commissioner Helal Uddin Ahmed Chowdhury initiated the establishment of a park and central Eidgah ground for recreation
on the south side of the city. For this reason, 5 acres of land was collected. Many people donated their land voluntarily.
Distinguished sports organizer late Fazlur Rahman Checharu Miyo was known to have given land for the playground.
However, at that time the area was low water and which was part of the big bill vekir bills in the region. During the British era,
railways were built in the middle of this bill. The western part of it is still known as Vekir Bill. Although there are no more lapses
in the bill there. Many homesteads and plantations have grown up.

Sub-divisional officer Helal Uddin Ahmed Chowdhury himself was also a good player. So he wanted to use Eid prayers in the
Eidgah grounds and at other times he used it as a play ground.Then, in 1957, on the east side of the land collected, a pond was
dug and the ground was filled with the ground and the Eidgah was built. The pond around the pond is built on the north side
of the pond with a ponded ghat. It is named after Helal Park after the subdivision administrator.

Subsequently, the sub-divisional administration formed a trust to administer the Eidgah ground on 29 August 1957 and
handed it to the Trust. Conditions and agreements are that all sports, including football run by sub-divisional sports
organizations, will be held in this field. Eidgah Trust will get the amount of money that is available for ticket sale. For the
preservation and maintenance of the field. The member of the Eidgah Trust was the sports organizer of the sub-divisional
sports association, Dr. Mafizar Rahman, Abdul Awal Khan, Debendra Nath Roy, Labani Bikash Roy, Saidur Rahman, Shah Bashir
Uddin, teacher Abdul Kader, retired district judge Amir Uddin Sarkar, Fazlur Rahman Checheru Mia. And in that the vice
president was the sub-divisional administrator and chairman of the member Gaibandha Municipality.

Then, after the need to move to the Eidgah field on the field, it was converted to full playground as Gaibandha stadium.
According to Shah Abdul Hamid, the Speaker of Gaibandha, the first Speaker of Bangladesh Public Assembly, the name of the
ancient playground has now been named Shah Abdul Hamid Stadium. At present, the district and divisional levels of this
stadium are playing football, cricket play regularly. In the Gaibandha-2 constituency, Whip of the Parliament, Mahbub Ara
Begum Guinea has recently increased the game dust due to being elected president of Bangladesh Women Sports Association.
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Circuit House
Circuit House Background: Gaibandha Circuit

House was built on 1.5000 acres of land in Dhanghara
Mauza of Gaibandha Sadar upazila in 1992,

Location of Circuit House: Location of Gaibandha
Circuit House on the southern side of Gaibandha-
Palashbari road in Dhanghara (Suhnagar) area
adjacent to the Deputy Commissioner and Police
Super office near Gaibandha City.

Other Benefits: There is 60 seated AC conference
room and a non AC dining room with 50 seats on the
ground floor of the circuit house. Besides, there are
two VVIP, six VIP lounges and one VIP dining on the
first floor. There is a lovely flower garden in front of
the circuit house.

Inauguration of Circuit House: Gaibandha Circuit
House was built in 1992 and opened on 23
September 1992,

Contact: Telephone number 0541-51847, VVIP
telephone number-0541-51700.
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Friendship Center

A vast green area surrounded by Gaibandha-Balasi road, about three kilometers away from Gaibandha
city. A large gate in the middle. Friendly architectural name Friendship Center This Friendship Center is
located in Madanpara village of Kanchipara union of Fulchari upazila of Gaibandha.

This is the office of a private development organization. The organization works for the people of Char.
Friendship Center is a unique creation in the field of architecture. Which has not only surprised Gaibandha,
but our country and the world. As a result, it is honoured with many foreign awards. The Friendship Center
is located under complete soil. The rooftops of the eighth house on the ground floor. Different types of
grass has been planted on the roof. The picture of ancient Buddhist monastery of Mahasthangarh shows a
lot. Anyone who looks naturally will feel overwhelmed.

There are many official activities in this building. There are training centers, internal sports and lodging.
Everything inside is spectacular.

On November 18, 2012, it was officially inaugurated at Madanpara village about eight bighas of land. The
size of the center building is 32 thousand square feet. A contractor company, 'Urban Construction', built
Friendship Center. It costs approximately 8 crore taka. It took almost two years. There are two training
centers.In the meantime it is air-conditioned. You can take 200 training together at the center. There are 24
rooms in the residential room. Five of the residential rooms are air-conditioned.

There will be 50 people in all rooms. The center has a rich diet. Together 70 people can eat There are five
drains for drainage. For those who are in the house, there are internal sports and books for reading in the
library.

Everyday keram, chess and badminton are played. The library has five hundred books. The center has
modern internet facilities and advanced music system opportunities and multimedia projectors. If there is
no electricity, there is also its own generator system. Friendship Center gets 'A R Plus D Award' in 2012 for
beautiful architectural construction.

London-based organization Architex Review offers this award. Besides, this year, the ‘Aga Khan Award for
Architecture' was received by Friendship Center's architect Kashif Mahbub Chowdhury. Swiss-based
t Network (AK as given this award. At least on 25 days every month in the

erent organization activities. Thousands of visitors are
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Introduction

Gobindogonj is an old thana on the bank of Karotoa.
According to the resclution no. 22 of 1793, English Governor
General Warren Hastings established 24 thanas in Rangpur
district. Among those thanas, three (Gobindoganj,
Sadullapur, Bhavanigan]) were in the Gaibandha area, and
Gobindoganj was one of them with an area of 278 square
miles. According to the description published by Mr.
Hunter in 1876, the 4 thanas under the then
Bhavaniganj are - (1) Bhavaniganj (2) Gobindoganj (3)
Sadullapur and (4) Chilmari. During the formation of
Bogura district on 15 April 1821, Gobindoganj was
included under the Bogura district. According to the
Rangpur gazetteer published in 1977, Bhavaniganj
was established as a sub-division in 1857.
Gobindoganj came under the Bhavaniganj sub-
division again on 12 August 1871.In 1880, during
the regime of Lord Ripon, 17 Union Parishad was
formed. As a result of the establishment of
Gobindoganj municipality in 1998, Fulbari
union was established abolishing
Gobindoganj Sadar Union.

Gobindoganj, the gateway to the former
Rangpur district, is a historic Upazila. Once
it had been controlled by the rules of
kings and jamindars.The tale of Raja Birat
and the establishment of Birat Nagar are
the glazing instance of its antiquity. The
thana was developed immensely
because the famous and ancient
jamindars of Bandhankhuti used to
live here. Moreover, largest heavy
industry of the district, Rangpur
Sugar Mill and its commercially
viable Sahebganj Sugarcane
Farm, is also located at
Gobindoganj. Hosiery industry
for producing winter clothes is
also advancing here. Cultural
tradition of the Bangalee
nation, the tradition of
religion, caste and culture,
the tradition of the
Lilabhumi. The culture of
Bangali is the pride of the
next generation. It is the
proud cultural festival
of Agnibina songit
Niketan, Chintak and
other institutions.
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Naming
There are more than one views regarding the

naming of Gobindoganj. Among the
information derived from various sources,
according to the ancient book "Sottong
Sebong Puran" of Santal community, the
ancient kings of north Pundrabardhan are Raja
Birat, Bal Raj, Hatiarraj, Matsorani, Kundoram,
Kameswar, Kanchankumar, Norengaraj, Duelraj
and Gobindo. Gobindoganj was named after
King Gobindo. Old Gobindoganj (within the
current municipality) is now under Gobindopur
and Chakgobindo mauza. The famous Gobindo
mondir built before the the Mughal Era was in
Chakgobindo mauza. Hundreds of religious
devotees used to come here to watch the
image of the goddess as well as worship.
Gradually it started familiarizing the area as
gobindoganj after this mondir.

Moreover, the meaning of the Persian word Gonj
is Hat Bazar, Bandar, Barn or a place / center of
buying or selling crops. The commercial center
established in the ancient era on the bank of the
river Karotoa gradually started to become
famous as Gonj in the Mughal Era. In course of
time, to reminiscence and immortalize the king
Gobindo, Gong was added to the end of his
name and was called Gobindogan,;.

Another name of Gobindoganj is Golapbag.The
south western area from Charmatha of Dhaka
Rangpur Highway is known as Golapbag.
During the British Regime, King Sham Kishore
of Bardhankuthi made a large rose garden in
the current bazar area. This area is named as
Golapbag after that rose garden.
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Boundary and Area

According to the information derived from the book
"Geography of Bangladesh”, the geology of the greater
Rangpur and Bogura area changed significantly due to
the severe flood of 1787 and the strong earthquake of
1898. The course of the Tista River changed and the
vast river area around 15 miles between Ghoraghat of
Dinajpur and Tulsighat of Gaibandha were filled up;
and as a result, small rivers like Karatoa, Ghaghot and
Katakhali originated. Old Gobindogon] thana is located
on the banks of this Karatoa river. For administrative
reasons, sometimes Gobindogonj was connected to
Bogura, sometimes to Ghoraghat, sometimes to
Bhavaniganj and sometimes to Palashbari. Current
Gobindogonj is bordered on the north by Palashbari,
on the north west by Ghoraghat, Joypurhat and Kalai,
on the south Kalai and Shibganj, on the east Saghata
and on the southeast Sonatala Upazila.

Currently Gobindoganj Upazila has a population of
5,14,696 (male 2,55,609 and female 2,59,057) and has
an area of 1,19,029 acre or 460.42 square kilometer. It
includes 336 Mauzas, 511 villages, 17 unions and 1
municipality.
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Gobindoganj Degree College is located at Bardhankuthi
Mouza around 1.5 kilometer east of Gobindoganj Thana
Sadar on 11.81 acres of land in a beautiful environment,
surrounded by the ruins of the ancient royal house. Some
education enthusiasts and local leaders established the
college in 1965, First higher secondary education started
in at Gobindoganj Bahumukhi High School, One year later,
all the functions of the college were shifted to its current
campus from Gobindoganj Bahumukhi High 5chool and it
still continues its higher secondary and bachelor
education here. In 1965, the college opened varicus
subjects of higher secondary level. First higher secondary
examination center was established here in 1968. In 1969,
it started bachelor program and set up bachelor exam
center in 1972,

In this college, there are 18 subjects in the Humanities,
Science and Business Education section at higher
secondary level, and with the approval of 19 subjects in
BA, BSc, BSc and BBS at the Phase-level. Apart from this,
two trade is going on in the business management sector
from 1995-96 education year. In the college, since 1990,
under the Mahasthan Regiment, under the 2nd Mahasthan
Battalion, BNCC and the Rover Scout program started in
1999, and continues with good reputation and praise. In
addition to the rich library, quality science, necessary
sports arrangements, there is also the residential hostel,
common room for mosques and students.

Many students who have come out with good results from
this college have earned considerable fame from their
respective occupations in different places of the country,
and many have achieved establishment and reputation in
the field of political leadership.
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Bardhankuthi

The evidences regarding the ancient
archaeological sites of Gobindoganj prove that
those were created in Hindu, Muslim or
Buddhist Era. Gobindoganj Upazila has
occupied a special place in northern areas of
the country for its archaeological sites and
historic significance. Pundrabardhan of ancient
era, Barendra on the eve of Muslim victory and
current historic Gobindogonj is about to lose
many of its ancient traditions; Bardhankuthi is
one of them.

There are differences in opinions regarding
who was/ were the creator of Bardhankuthi.
Quoting Provat Chandra Sen, Dr. Nazim Uddin
Ahmed has written that Norsingho Dasosso Voz
Gour was a man of royal dynasty. One of his
predecessors named Raja Rajendra, after the
fall of Norshingho in Mohasthan
(Pundranagor), peacefully established a
kingdom which was a few miles north of
Mohasthan. Its royal house was named
Bardhankota and in course of time, it got
familiarized as Bardhankuthi. His dynasty ruled
several generations. According to some
references, King Bardhankot is the founder of
Bardhonkot Kingdom. From the scriptures
recovered from the ruins of the Buddhist Bihar,
it is known that the Bihar was built by Maharaja
Ongshu Bordhan; grandchild of Maharaj
Sreedhor Bardhan, son of Maharaj Paikh
Bordhan and son Maharaja Bikrom Bardhan,
Many small and large dighi like Sorobor,
Dudhsagar, Roktosagor, Molpukur, Hagrar
Dighi, Ranir Dighi were dug to enhance the
beauty of the royal house as well as to solve the
water scarcity problem of the area.
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Mahimaganj Railway Station

One of the railway stations of the railway
communication going through the eastern side
of the Gobindognj upazila is Mahimaganj
Railway Station. It was established in 1908 for
transporting goods and communication. Once
Mahimaganj was the center of commerce of
Gobindoganj. The importance of railway along
with river communication was very significant.
The importance of the railway station was
momentous because of the introduction of
railway communication inside the Rangpur
Sugar Mills to transport the goods of this heavy
industry. Currently, the importance of the station
has lessened because of the decrease of
production of the mill.
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Joypur-Madarpur Santal Palli

During the prehistoric times, the center of Bengal
region was the Varendra land. The natural features of
this vast region filled with natural resources were
varied and varied. This land was found to be an unique
field of human settlement in the primitive period, with
vastly subtropical plain land areas, intruding forests,
terrestrial, river-trails, canal-bills and water bodies. Due
to the favourable natural environment and climate,
availability of prey animals, the abundance of forest
food items, etc. attracted the primitive human species
to this region. All known and unknown people from
different regions around the world have come into this
land-wide region after one wave, These primitive
nomad people travel in the forests of Varendra, in
search of prey of hunting on the shores of the water
bodies, from the many generations before the
generation-generation. A part of the modern human
family is known as Adivasi in the forests left in the past.

With the division of the former broader Rajshahi
division, the current population of the varendra region is
divided into two parts, one is Hindu and Muslim
resident, and the other is 'Adivasi’. In the north-south of
Varendra region, with the Santals between the
indigenous Santal, Orao, Paharia and Mahali
communities, Joypur-Madarpur is situated in
Gobindaganj upazila. The Santals are divided into
different tribes and tribes are called 'Parish’ in the Santal
Vaas. The tribes are - Hansda, Murmu, Hammamam,
Marandi, Soren, Tudu, Besik, Kisku, Pratra, Katha, Pauriya
and Chilbili. These tribes are characterized by totem
related trees, animals, Animal bird etc.
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Masta Mosque

Mosque is one of the symbols of
Muslim architecture. On the basis of
historical chronology, mosques can be
classified into two types. First type is
built in the Sultani Era and the second
type is built in the Mughal Era. Masta
mosque is one of the symbols of the
Muslim architectural mosques built
especially in Gobindoganj area in the
Mughal period. According to the
hearsay of the adjoining areas of the
mosque, once a religious and
influential Badsha Fakir of the area
lived here. He built this mosque. It is
called ancient Masta lal Mosque. It's a
jame mosque. It is called Masta
mosque as it is located at Masta
village. Locally, it is also called Badsha
Fakir Mosque. There is no reliable
resource till today regarding the time
of the construction of the mosque.
But from the condition, building
strategy of the mosque, and the
characteristics of the mosques built in
the Mughal period, it can be said that
the mosque was built within the
regime of the Mughal Era.

The mosque is 35 feet by 16 feet. It
has 4 pillars in 4 corners, 3 domes of
the same size on the above and 3
doors; but it has no window.There is a
Majar close to the mosque which is
thought to be the mosque of Badsha
Fakir. People show proper respect to
this mosque and Majar which is built
on a 10-decimal land,
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Indigenous people are very entertaining. Throughout the years, they pass their life by celebrating various
festivals and social occasions. The cultural life of the Santals flows through various streams of different
festivals. Amang these festivals, the name of a traditional festival is '‘Baha Festival'. The word 'Baha' means
flower. This festival begins with spring arrival in Falgun. Usually young boys and girls participate in this
festival. Before the Santals Baha festival, they do not wear flower on the dead and they do not eat foods
made of flowers. It teaches the discipline of the Santals. By inviting relatives and worshiping Nack (Thakur)
through various flowers in Gottandi Debottor Place) and the custom of distribution of Palao with pigeons,
camphor, rice (Pigeon, Cock, Atopchail) are very surprising. The Orawo community celebration the festival as
Faguna festival: In addition to the Santals Baha festival, there are festivals such as Sahrai, Erok, Loban etc.
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Bagdha Farm

There is a government sugarcane farm
around 6-7 kilometer northwest of
Gobindoganj Upazila named Bogdah farm
or Bogda farm or Bagdda farm or Bagda
Khamar. Though the name of the mouza is
Bogdah (JL No. 137), the area is popularly
known as Sahebganj. Around 2,000 acres of
land were acquired for sugarcane farm
(Bagdha Farm) through 7 LA cases under
the land acquisition act, 1948 in 1954-54
season. There is a big bazar on the eastern
side of the Bagda Farm area named
Sahebganj. A big city was located across the
24 square km area of Bogdaha and
shahebganj. Near the rest house of the farm
a building of 9.09 square meter was
excavated and many a variety of
archeological materials were found.
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Raja Birat

Barendra area is the pleasure-ground of the ancient human civilization. The fort cities that
were established during that era in the Barendra area, most of those have turned into ruins in
course of time; yet some of those are still in existence and one of those ancient cities
discovered is Birat Nagar which is around 14 kilometers west of the Gobindoganj Sadar
Upazila. In the map prepared by Major Serul in the 1958-60 period, this place has been
teermed as "Brad Bazar Garh". The ruins and relics of innumerable archaeological sites still
exists in the area. From the report prepared by Francis Buccanon after visiting the site in the
1807-08 period, it is known that there was an ancient fort city which was surrounded by high
earthen wall in the inside and a long and deep ditch in the outside.

Raja Birat of Gobindoganj was the only child of the Maharaj Uttar who was the king of Boirat
city of the Kingdom of Nepal. He came to the talked Birat forest from the Birat city to hunt
deer. Prince Birat, son of Maharaj Uttar, built a royal house and a city on the highlands of the
forest. The city of Birat was in existence up to 1122 AD. In 1153, a deluge destroyed the
remains and evidence of the city and gradually the area turned into a dense forest. This
ancient city still remains with the innumberable ruins of the archaeological site including
High wall, deep ditch, large palace, beautiful drain pipe, stone doors, royal temple, royal hall,
guest room, theatre, famous places etc.
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Rangpur Sugar Mills
Limited

The heavy industry Rangpur Sugar
Mills Limited started operations in
1954 on 35 acres of land and its
construction work ended in 1957.
The mill started its production in
the 1957-58 season. Later on,
around 2,000 acres of land were
acquired for sugarcane farm
(Bagdha Farm) through 7 LA cases
under the land acquisition act,
1948. The farm is at Sapmara union
of the Upazila and is also called as
Sahebganj Sugarcane Farm. It was
once the largest sugarcane mill of
Asia with the daily harvesting
capacity of 1,500 MT.The amount of
land suitable for sugarcane
production in the mill area is 39,000
acres. It has 8 sugarcane sub-jones
and 42 sales centers.
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Chintok

Chintok is formed with some thoughtful people.
Chintok is a continuous process. The thousand
years tradition of culture of the Bangali nation
raised in the bank of Padma, Meghna, Jamuna, and
Brahmaputra. The religious caste and creed of this
unique pleasure land or Bangalees culture.

Chintok was formed as the medium of gloricus
culture exercises for the generation of today and
the future. Chintok is working as a cultural
organization to preserve the socio-culture of
Gobindoganj, to establish the decayed cultural
tradition of the indigenous people of this region
and to develop their socio-economic management,
to help flourish the merit of the poor talents of their
region, to create mass awareness indifferent
matters by cultural activities as well as to build the
Bangalee's own style by practicing read drama, to
create social values by the declaration of logical
facts and by observing different national days, to
arrange discussion meeting and seminar for
knowing the spirit of the Liberation War and the
introduction of the Liberation War and its real
history, to take program on the welfare of the
orphan and disabled for rehabilitation and for
implementation and taking anile drag program for
achieving the goal of its aims and objectives.
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Area: 185.33 square kilometers.

Population: 2,31,755 people (according to
the 2011 census)

Density: 450 people per square kilometer.

Electoral Area: Sadullapur-Palashbari (Jatiya
Sangsad seat 31, Gaibandha-3)

Union: 09 (1. Kisorgari, 2. Hossainpur, 3.
Palashbari, 4. Barisal, 5. Mohdipur, 6. Betkapa,
7.Pabnapur, 8. Monoharpur, 9. Harinathpur)

Khana: 53,999

Mouza: 160

Government hospital: 01 (50 seated)

Union sub-health center: 05

Community Clinic: 33

Post Office: 12

River: 2 (Akhia river, locally called Mourcha
river and Nolliya river. Karatoa river flows
through the western side of the Upazila)
Hat-bazar: 14

Bank: 05 (Sonali, Janata, Krishi, RAKUB and
Kormoshonghosthan)

Literacy rate: 47.06 (according to the 2011
census)

Government Degree College: 01

Pucca Road: 160 km
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Naming

In addition to Akbar's governing system, the
details of the borders and mahals of the his
kingdom are found in the book 'Ain-I-Akbari’
which was published by Pundit Abul Fazal of
Mughal Emperor Akbar during his regime.There is
no reference of the mahal named Gaibandha
among the 84 mahals under Ghoraghat
Government described in the book 'Ain-l-akbari'.
Names like Balka (Belka), Balashbari({Palashbari),
Tulshighat, Sa-ghata (Sghata}, Beri Ghoraghat,
Katabari Algacn etc. are referred in it. Moreover,
the contribution of Palashbari in the liberation
war of 1971 was significant, Palashbari Upazila has
always played a pioneering role in attaining any
justified demand of the mass people including
ensuring the rights of the oppressed, protesting
against any type of injustices etc. Palashbari got
the recognition of an Upazila in 1983.
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Area and Border
Location: 25°16'52.26" North 89°21'11.56"
East. It is bordered by Gobindaganj
Upazila and Bogura district on the south,
Pirganj upazila and Rangpur district on
the north, Gaibandha district Sadar on
the east and Ghoraghat upazila and
Dinajpur district on the west. The
Upazila city has developed
encircling the Dhaka-Rangpur
highway. Besides, the city has
developed with a wide area on
both the sides of the
Palashbari-Gaibandha and
Palashbari-Ghoraghat road.
As the upazila
Headquaters, it is spread
across a fairly large area.
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South Ramchandrapur

mass killing grounds

During the liberation war of 1971, the occupying Pakistani
R forces with the assistance of the Bihari and Al-Badar
| o e 3 Razakars of Ghoraghat thana killed around 169 people
@z;::?:;uﬁd: including both Hindu and Muslim with local weapons from
1 A A Zaitor of South Ramchandrapur Mouza, and Kesharpur
e mouza and buried them in the ground; and set fire on 7
' houses on the same day. For this reason, the place is
familiarly known as Southern Ramchandrapur
Boddobhumi. This 10-decimal land was bought by Upazila

and there is a monument in the middle.
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Roads and Highway mass
killing ground, Griadhiripur

During the liberation war of 1971, the Pak army
camped in the roads and highways office and
with the assistance of Rajakar Al-Badr and
Dalalas killed more than 500 people including
men and women from different areas including
Palashbari Thana and buried them in the
northwest corner of Roads and highways office.
For this reason, since 1971, the place is known as
the mass grave of the roads and highways. This
place has an area of 150 feet by 150 feet.
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Palashbari SM Pilot

Government High School

The school was established in 1911 and
nationalized on 30/08/2017.The amount of land
is 7.69 acres.The school is situated in the heart of
the city, around 4 km away from the Upazila
Parishad and beside the Dhaka-Rangpur
Highway. The school was established with the
huge donation of the prominent Suti Mahmud.
Firstly, it got academic recognition for primary
level; later on, Junior School level and finally high
school level. Currently, it is known as the Model
High school.
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Joy Ma Kali Mondir

Ma Kali Mondir appeared in the house of Sri
Dulal Thakur of Karatoyapara village under
Palashbari upazila on the 22nd Boisakh 1399.
At present, there are 19 Mondirs including
Govinda Mondir, Baba Vola mondir, Ma Kali
Mondir, Ma Monosha Mondir, Baba Vishva bara
Mondir, Mondir of Ramakrishana Thakur,
Mondir of Baba Lokhnath Tagore, Hauman Zir
Mondir, Sosthimatar Mondir. It is to mention
here that the Mondir is known as both Jai Ma
Kali Mondir and the "Ashram" of Dulal Thakur,
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Dreamland Educational park

Mr. Rashidunnabi (Chan), a prominent
educationist, established this park on his own
venture on the 4th April, 2000. It is built on a 36
bighas of land on the west side of Bogura
highway and about 0.50 km away form
palashbari upazila headquarters. In addition to
park and sports facilities, it has the sculptures of

legendary personalities, various animals etc.
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Palashbari Grid Substation

Palashbari 132/33 KD Grid Substation which was
included in the KP| graded organization of the Power
Grid Company of Bangladesh Limited of the people's
Republic of Bangladesh in 1975 is located on a 6.8-acre
land near Palashbari-Ghoraghat Road of Nuniagari
village under Palashbari upazila and on the west of
Gaibandha district. Palashbari 132/33 kv Grid sub-
station is connected to Bogura and Rangpur with 132
KV curve circuit sources. At present, there are 4
Transformers - one of 132/33 kv, two of 50/75 MVA and
one of 25/41 KV.The current capacity of the substation
is 150/32 NVA. Electricity is supplied in various areas
from the time of the establishment of the sub-station.
At present, the substation supplies electricity in various
places by Northern Electric Supply Company and Rural
Electrification Board with 11 feeders of 33KV. For
example, Gaibandha Sarkit-1 and 2, Gobindaganj and
Palashbari under Northern Electric Supply Company;
and Dukdugihat under Rangpur Palli Bidyut Samity.
Currently, the substation has a daytime pickup load of
65/70 MW and in the evening around 100-105 MW.
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Palashbari of Palash Flower
The Palash flower of the historic Palashbari.
As far as known, once, from the Zero Point of
Palashbari, palash flowers spread across a
vast area as long as one can see. Those days
when palash flowers were prevalent here and
there even in the dense forest without care
are said to be the golden age. Upazila
administration with the cordial efforts of all is
working with the intention of bringing back
the lost glory of Palash flower in Palashbari
through the branding of "Palashfuler
Palashbari". The upazila administration has
already decided to plant five lakh palash
plant seedlings in the upazila. If the program
is implemented, Palashbari will be teemed
with palash flowers and it will turn into a
center of tourist attraction.
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Betel Cultivation

Palashbari Upazila is famous for betel cultivation.
Betel leaf worth around 8 lakh taka is sold every
day in the two wholesale markets of the upazila.
These two hats, one at small Shimultala near
Palashbari-Ghoraghat Highway and another at
Komorpur, beside Rangpur-Bogra Highway, trade
betel leaf six days a week. Small Shimultala hat
remains closed on Sunday and Komorpur hat
remains closed on Thursday.

Betel leaf worth around 8 lakh taka is sold every day
in the two wholesale markets. Betel leaf worth
around 2 crore taka is sold every month from these
two hats as these hats remain open for trade six
days a week. Palashbari has a reputation for
producing high quality betel leaf. The trading unit of
betel is 'bida’. A bida contains 80 betel leafs. In that
count, around 1,000 bida (at a rate of 100 taka per
bida) of betel leaf is traded every day in this hat.

Betel is cultivated especially at Shimultala, Kalugari,
Hijalgari, Shimulia, Harinmari, goalpara, Nurpur,
Rumkrishnpur of Hossainpur Union, Jhapar,
Digdarhi, Brisal Union Rampur, Dublagari and
Bhabanipur villages under Sadar Union.
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Medical Plants

Some people of the marginal population of 30
villagers of the three unions of Palshbari upazila
have brought changes in their lot by cultivating
medicinal plants.They have now become a
model in cultivating medicinal plants.

Now, Basck, Orsogondha, Kalomegh, Tulsi are
produced commercially in different areas of 5
unions of 2 upazilas of the district. There is no
problem with the marketing. Representatives of
different medicine producing companies collect
those medicinal plants from the house of the
producers. As a result, farmers are becoming
interested in producing these profitable
medicinal plants. They don't need to use
agricultural land for this. These are cultivated
beside the homestead, on the edges of ponds, in
the bamboo bunds, fallow lands and even
beside roads.
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Leather Industry

Leather industry was established in Palashbari
upazila of Gaibandha district in 1998.There is an
association here for the leather industry. The
founder of the Samiti is late Mozammel Hossain
and Altab Ullah is its current president. After
every three years, the association is reformed.
There is a total of 75 members in the leather
industry here. Firstly, leather is collected from
different hats and brought to the palashbari
leather industry. Primarily, the raw leather is
processed with lever salt and then it is marketed
for leather factories of Savar, Dhaka, Palashbari
upazila of Gaibandha district holds the second
place in the leather industry in Bangladesh.
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Banana Cultivation

The cultivation of banana has been spreading
gradually in Palshbari since then. The banana of
Palashbari has a great demand in different
upazilas of the country, including the capital city
Dhaka. Currently, at least 40 to 50 trucks of
banana are sent in different districts of the
country every day form this upazila. Current soil
and weather are suitable for banana cultivation.
On the other hand, the cultivation of banana is
increasing in Palashbari because of its
profitability. A few thousands of people have
regained affluency in Palashbari by engaging
themselves with banana cultivation and sales
system. Large quantities of banana are
cultivated in Palashbari upazila's Bandarpur,
Komorpur and Gopalpur villages. There is a
demand for Palshbari banana in different
upazilas including Dhaka.
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Raiyoti Narail Bhanga Jami Mosque

There is a symbol of old architecture at 6 no.
Betkapa Union of Palashbari Upazila under
Galbandha district. It 1s about 200 years old.
Many people from different areas come here
and make different promises. Sometimes,
milad-mahfil is arranged here. It would take 5
taka auto fare from Dholvanga and currently, it
is known as Bhanga Masjid/Nangta Masjid.
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Introduction

The current population of Saghata Upazila is 2, 57,925 with 353.58 sq km area. One Upazila
complex, two health centers, ten union sub-health centers, seven family welfare centers and
thirty nine community clinics are working simultaneously to ensure public health services.
Besides, field workers are delivering services like family planning, vaccination and nutrition and
various health care going at every one's door. At present, the number of maternal mortality rate
of Saghata Upazila is 176 per lac. Newborn baby death rate is twenty-five percent per thousand
{nationally 24), Less than one year child mortality rate is 31 per thousand, (nationally 33). Less
than five years child mortality rate is 36 per thousand ( nationally 41). The recent success rate of
vaccination programs is 94% in this Upazila. According to statistics, the Saghata Upazila Health
and Family Planning Division has been able to achieve Millennium Development Goals in most
cases and in some cases at the far end of success.
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Name History

Long ago, people were in this belief that
Hindu families of Saha Community started
living in the adjacent areas of the Jamuna
River Ghat to trade. That's the reason it is
believed that the word "Saghata” is derived
from two words "Saha" and "Ghat". Later, in
1903, the Saghata Thana was developed for
the time required. In 1983, various offices
were set up for conducting all kind of
activities of Upazila at Bonarpara for
administrative decentralization.



T *qw Tewny

o8 TR 33ay | TU% Rewam s W Wi @ SRt AB-Eaefaiy o) wens siessf
8 "WAAY «F16 T | @ T NEH (BT @ FeoT NWTEE Y TR 8 AWOE @FEiaert ge i
(@RS Tet) Ay ThTS! e R | 9t @ e IERR @R ANEHSE FAN G @
YT T I IR | TARS W6 € FAWGH (MRA @enww e ARAR A TR w A6
T A IEwG A8 = | HAivem A7 IAEEIG A AT wAwR ST IR T ke w4t
= | oimE “fen fimda et Ifeoin TeREE AR iR Sty w1/w gferny, I 91w
R = |%WWW8WW&WWW@ IR SR R

W_TWE%@"-’&I




Muktinagar Shaheed
Memorial:

December 4, 1971 the day, twelve days
before the final victory is a very
significant and memorable day for the
Saghata-Fulchhari people. On this day,
Most of the areas of Saghata and
Fulchhari without Bonarpara got first
freedom in the Gaibandha district and
Rangpur regions.

It bears the heroic significance and
unlimited sacrifices of the freedom
fighters and people of this region. Five
heroes of freedom fighters were
martyred in face to face battle with the
Pakisthani army forces in Fulchhari Ghat
and Gobindi area of Saghata. These five
freedom fighters' dead bodies were
buried at Khamar Dhanaruha village
with proper dignity. Shaheed Memorial
and Complex Buildings were
constructed at Khamar Dhanaruha
village as vestige of their memory.
Flowers are offered at the Shaheed
Minar on 4th December every year to
remember them.
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Daldalia Shaheed Memorial

At dawn night of 4 October, 1971 a fierce battle
was fought between the freedom fighters and
the Pakistani occupation army at Trimohoni
Ghat of Kachua union of the Upazila. Getting
the news of freedom fighters’ haunt with the
help of local Razakars, the Pakistani army
attacked the freedom fighters secretly. The
freedom fighters got tired after fighting all
night and their ammuniticn come to end. The
Pakistani army with the help of the Razakars
came to know about this. Getting that chance,
they attacked the freedom fighters in a hurried
manner. Though they had no ammunition, the
freedom fighters started fighting empty
handed. Twelve freedom fighters were
martyred in this fight. The martyrs' dead bodies
were buried at Daldalia village of Bonarpara
Union. Shaheed Memorial Monument has
been built to remember them.
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Bonarpara
Bangabandhu

Mural

Honorable Deputy Speaker
of Bangladesh Jatiya
Sangshad Md. Fazle Rabbi
Mia MP set up Bonarpara
Bangabandhu Mural in
2017 in front of Saghata
Upazila head quarter
administrative building
with his whole hearted
efforts costing about 13 lac
taka of his own fund in
honor of the father of the
nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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Elias, Akhteruzzaman

(1943-1997) novelist, short story writer, was born on
12 February 1943 at his maternal uncle's home in
the village of Gotia in Gaibandha District. His
paternal home was in Chelopara, near bogra. His
father, Badiuzzaman Muhammad Elias, was a
member of the East Bengal Provincial Assembly |
{1947-1953) and Parliamentary Secretary of the
muslim league.

Akhteruzzaman completed his Matriculation from
Bogra Zila School (1958), Intermediate from Dhaka
College (1960), and BA (Hons) and MA from the
University of Dhaka (1964). He began his career as a
lecturer at jagannath college and continued
teaching there till 1983, Subsequently he also
worked as Deputy Director, Directorate of Primary
Education, Vice-Principal of Music College, and
Professor and Head of the Department of Bangla at
Dhaka College. He was also a member of the
Mofizuddin Education Commission.

Though not a voluminious writer, with only two novels
and twenty-two short stories to his credit,
Akhteruzzaman is considered as one of the foremost
fiction writers of Bangladesh. His two novels are
Chilekothar Sepai (1987) and Khoyabnama (1996),
while his short stories have been anthologized in
Anyaghare Anyasvar (1976), Khonyari (1982),
Dudhbhate Utpat (1985}, Dojakher Om (1989). He also
has a collection of 22 essays, Sangskrtir Bhanga Setu
{(1997), published posthumously. Elias’ insight into the
subtle nuances of human nature, his use of physical
and psychological details, his keen sense of wit and
humour, his sarcasm at hypocrisy, his critical knowledge
of history and politics and its objective, aesthetic
articulation in the novels and short stories have earned
for him an eminent stature in bangla literature.

Among the several awards Akhtaruzzaman Elias
received were Humayun Kabir Smriti Puraskar
(1977), Bangla Academy Sahitya Puraskar (1983),
Alaol Sahitya Puraskar (1987), Ananda Puraskar
(1996), Sa'dat Ali Akhand Puraskar (1996), Kazi
Mahbubullah Gold Medal (1996), and Ekushey
Sahitya Padak (1999, posthumous). Some of his
works have been translated into several foreign
languages. Chilekothar Sepai has been rendered into
a film.He died on 4 January 1997 in Dhaka.
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Bharatkhali Kastha Kali Mondir

According to myth of the Hindus, it was learnt
that about 200 years ago, a local man found a
wooden log floating in the nearby Jamuna
River and took it away at his home to use it as
fuel. When he started chopping the log with
a sharp axe, blood was coming out from the
log that feared him and also created a
panicky situation to the locals. At that night,
local land lord (Jamidar) Ramni Kanta Roy
saw a dream, and in the dream, he was asked
to keep the wooden log in a safe place for
Puja. Following the dream, the Jamidar, with
the wood, constructed a Devi Kali Idol that
was kept upon a stone at a straw house at
Bharatkhali Ghat for doing rituals. The
Jamider donated 7. 28 acres of land in the
name of Devi Joy Kali Ma. After spreading the
arrival of the Kali Devi, the Hindu devotees
crowded the Ghat and started to perform
their rituals in honour of the Devi through
giving her gift items like milk and banana.
Since then, the Hindu devotees had been
visiting the Bharatkhali Kastho Kali Mondir to
seek the blessing of the Devi and performing
rituals for the satisfaction of the Devi. A
month long traditional Kali Mela is held on
Kastha Kali Mondir premises on the first day
of Bengali New Year through active
participation of the Hindu devotees. Every
Saturday and Tuesday of the Baishakh month,
the Hindu devotees sacrifice about 300 male
goats and 700 pairs of pigeons in the Mondir
in honour of the Devi.
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Bonarpara Railway Junction
In 1900, the British Northern Railway
Company started Bonarpara station. At
that time Bonarpara Junction was the
gateway to the north Bengal from the
capital Dhaka. Two decades ago,
communication between west Bengal
and eastern part of the country along
with the capital Dhaka was on via the
ferry route between the
Tistamukhghat and Bahadurabadghat
via Bonarpara. The railway station
being a junction, Bonarpara became
one of the business centers of the
region. After the year 1906, locoshade,
carriageshade, coal / oil depot, signal
office, water supply pump house,
spacious vyard, officers-employees’
residential (colony), hospital, rest
house, school, madrasa were placed
on 400 Bigha land of railway. At
present, the 1st class restroom has
been upgraded to the 1st class VIP
restroom. In the year 1998 Fulchari
Ferryghat was transferred to Balashi
due to reducing the navigability of the
river. As a result, the activities of the
Bonarpara Railway Junction decreased.
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Bharatkhali High School

Late Makbular Rahman Mondal of Gatia Village
with the helps and supports of the then
Gaibandha sub divisional administrator Akram
Hossain, Arman Ali Mandal, Tojammel Huq
Mondal, Shah Ali Sardar, Mojahar Ali Mandal,
officers of Bharatkhali railway station and
Tistamukhghat, Bharatkhali sub registrar and
elite persons of this locality founded the school
in 1940. It is located in Bharatkhali Union
adjacent to the Saghata-Gaibandha Road. The
institution has a total of 6.41 acres of land. This
school was named after the ruler king Bharat.

Meritorious students of this school: Advocate
Md Fazle Rabbi Mia MP, (Honorable Deputy
Speaker, Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad) Md.
Kamruzzaman (Additional DIG, Sylhet Range)
Md. Rana Mia (Additional SP, Bagura) Mahabur
Rahman Montu (retired officer customs} Dr.
Badrul Alam (Neuro specialist, Dhaka Medical)
Dr. Rakibuduollah (Ex Director, Science
Laboratory Research Institute), Dr. Emdad
Hossain (Ex Director, Atomic Energy
Commission), Matlubar Rahman (Ex District
Registrar), Dr. Azizur Rahman (Ex Custom
Collector, Chattagram division) and Poet Sadrul
Hossain Mandal (renowned writer) Dr. Mahfuzar
Rahman (EX Secretary of the Ministry).
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Kazi Azhar Ali High School

In 1920, during the British rule, A famous
trader of Bonarpara Bazar Tara Chand
established a school named "Sadaram
Maheshwari High School” with a view to
spreading the light of education to the
people of remote Bonarpara of Gaibandha
subdivision of Rangpur district. He donated
3.31 acres of land to the school. At that time
the school was delivering quality education
and in 1946 Calcutta University recognized
the institution. The founder head teacher
Khitish Chandra Roy was on duty till 1947.
In 1968, the then sub divisional
administrator Kazi Azhar Ali donated a
grant of Tk 20,000 to the school and in the
same year the name of the school was
changed to Kazi Azhar Ali High School.
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District Parishadl Dak Bungalow

The modern VIP Dak Bungalow was
established at Saghata Upazila Headquarters
on 0.30 acres of land in 2017 at a cost tk 1
crore and 35 lac financed by Gaibandha Zilla
Parishad. People of government / non-
government organizations can use it in the
official purpose.
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Dream City Park

Md Faruk Alam Sarker, an eminent
industrialist established Dream City Park in
2016 at Barokona-Jumbarbari road
adjoining area also known as Kamolpur
village under Ghuridaho Union of this
Upazila on his own parental land. All classes
of people from different parts of this
Upazila come here to entertain.
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Naming

There have various types of myth regarding
the naming of the Sundarganj. Some people
believe that as the river Tista, Brahmaputra
and Ghaghot have passed this area, there
had some market or ganj beside those rivers.
The market was very popular and the
behavior, character and the faces were nice
(sundar) which named the place as
Sundarganj.

Other people believe that, Sundar Lal
Bahadur, the son of the King of the Tajhat
Gopal Roy Bahadur, used to come this place
to collect taxes and intoduced fairs.
According to the name of the King's son, the
place is named so.

There is another myth that, in the first of the
sixty decade, there had 13 wells and very
beautiful ladies in this area. They used to
bath in those wells. Moreover, in the month
of Maharam, various types of people came
here in every year. These two features have
named the area as Sundarganj.
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Bamondanga Railway station

Bamondanga railway station is a significant railway station of the North Bengal. The first rail from
Darshana, Chuadanga to Jagati, Kustia was introduced in Bengal by the British on 15 November,
1862. Then the rail was expanded from Fulchori to Kaunia through Bamondanga in 1905. The
popularity of the station has increased due to Mithapukur in the west, Sadullapur in the southwest
and Sundarganj upazila is the only intercity train service station. Currently it is the sectional office
of Lalmonirhat railway division and acts as the important intercity train station for the adjacent
upazillas. 4 pairs of intercity train including Rangpur Express, Lalmoni Express and 3 pairs of mail
train including Korotoya Express, Dolonchapa Express etc. are available here. The up and down
outer signaling post and the signaling controlling machine still carries its traditional values. The
first intercity train of this railway station, Tista Express, which started from Dinajpur, used to
provide passenger services to Kaunia, Bumandanga via Fulchari Ghat and Dhaka. After the
popularity of the intercity train service, it started another intercity train service called Ekota
Express on the same route. While the train is now closed on both of these routes, two intercity
trains named Rangpur Express and Lalmoni Express are providing regular passenger services
ranging from Rangpur and Lalmonirhat respectively to Bamandanga. There are also two intercity
trains namely Karatoya Express in between Santahar to Burimari and Dolanacha Express in
between Santahar to Dinajpur. Moreover, the lines of the Rain Trees staying there for more than
100 years preserve the history of the past.
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Shiva Mandir

The Bamandaga Shiva Mandir was established on bangla magh 28th of the month of 1296, on
the eastern bank of the river Ghaghat. After breaking to river, it was shifted to the present position.

The landlord Sunita bala Devi donated the land to the Mondir. All the religious ceremonies of the
Hindu community are here. It has been managed by the regular committee. The only Shiva
mondir in Gaibandha district, where it is not lonely Gaibandha, is considered by the Hindu
community of its district as a part of their religious worship and performing various programs.
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Abdullah Darbesh

A person known as the 'Darbesh' from Abdul Munsi was a lover of mankind , the son
of Aggar Ali Fakir of Satgiri. He used to live a simple life, but he did not live long
enough. According to the life story of the relatives of many hoses in the area, he sat
for most of the time, at the bottom of the posterior mortality near the shrine. He sat
while sitting. He could easily get rid of the lost things. He used to fetch the fish from
the fish in the water.

At one time, after scorching heat to the ground the matter was going to burn up to the
ground, he was sitting on a dry ground in a banana tree. Foods leave sleep. After a
lot of rainfall, he left the place in the villa and left place. He received many such
miracles. After his death, the devotees of the locals and far-flung devotees from
around 50 years to 29 phalgunas. The granddaughter of the saint (son of late Ruhul
Amin Munshi) is living in the area. Estimated at the age of 80-85, this saint died. His
tomb is known as the shrine.
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Shibram Government Primary School

Shibram Government Primary School was
established in 1916. This school ocagted in
Sundargonj upazila has been recognized as
the best primary school in Bangladesh due to
its special characteristics. In 1985, the
Headmaster of this organization was elected as
the best Headmaster. In 2002, the school was
selected as the best primary school at the
national level. A total of 123 students from non-
resident schools are studying in this school.

How to go: From Gaibandha bus stand
Sundargonj by-pass is about 35 km. First go to
Gaibandha bus stand by going to the bypass of
Sundarganj upazila. CNG/Auto-rickshaw/
magic rent is about 50/55 taka. The
Sundarganj upazila has to reach the place of
Bamondhanga on the Sundarganj-Rangpur
road, about 4/5 kilometers away to Chaitantola.
Here is the Shibram Model Government
Primary School. For every rickshaw / auto-
rickshaw / CNG /magic every fare is 20/25
taka.
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Tista Solar

The largest solar power plant, with capacity of 200
MW (AC), in Bangladesh is going to be built in the
Tista river deltaic plain of Sundarganj Upzilla
under Gaibandha district. Tista Solar Limited, a
subsidiary of the largest private sector
conglomerate in Bangladesh, Beximco Group, is
implementing this huge work.

After approval of honorable Prime Minister, Tista
solar Limited signed Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) and Implementation Agreement (IA) on
October 26, 2017 with the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh for establishing
the 200 MW (AC) solar power plant in the Tarapur
union of Sundarganj Upzilla, Gaibandha district.
Built on land area of approximately 1000 acres in
the Latshala and Khorda area, the plant will use
state-of-the-art technology.

In addition, according to the special instructions
of the honorable Prime Minister, arrangements
will be made for shadow-resistant farming in the
project area. It will ensure diversified usage of the
land. The farm will run through the cooperatives
of the local farmers.

The plant will bring multi-faceted socio-economic
changes of the entire North Bengal. About 7 km
new road is being developed by the company's
own initiative to ensure connectivity with the
power station, which will play an important role in
improving the standard of living of the local
people. In addition, through tree plantation in the
road cut section will increase huge environmental
go green of the area. Apart from this, a project of
this size will create hundreds of employments
around the riverine system of Tista River.
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Introduce

Sadullapur Upazila is situated just east of Gaibandha district sadar and north of Palashbari
upazila and Pirganj upazila of Rangpur. Sadullapur upazila is surrounded by Sundarganj,
Mithapukur and Pirganj upazilas of Rangpur Division. The upazila is located between 25 degree
17 feet and 25 degrees 31 feet north latitudes and 89 degrees 20 feet and 89 degrees 32 feet
east longitude.The well known Ghaghat river of the north Bangle has been flowed through this
upazila. In 1913, a total of 230.12 sq km area of Sadullapur upazila, comprising 11 unions and
166 mouzas. 11 km from Gaibandha district town In the Northwest.
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It is said that long ago this upazila was full

of forests, so the name of sadar union of
the upazila is bongram. There was an
absolute dominance of so called Hindu
king and landlords. During this time, a
religious man named Saidullah came to
this area and started preaching the
religion of Islam. Then Sadullapur upazila
was named after his name.
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Naldanga Zamindari House

Naldanga Zamindar House, a famous playwright,
artist of the subcontinent, and film actor Tulsi Lahiri,
is a golden sign in the past history of Gaibandha
district. In addition to the Naldanga area, their
zamindari was expanded in different areas of
Hatibandha, Doyabari, Bogra Sherpur and West
Dinajpur of Lalmonirhat. Among the notable
theoretical monuments, the attraction of the Shree
Shinga and white stone bulls {made in the 1280s) of
the artificial custodian and small pieces of stone
important from kashi, attracted the attention of the
person of the construction of the Shri Shree
Shaileshwar temple. The name of the goddess
Surendra Devsharma and Shrimati Shailabala Devi
of the zamindars of Naldanga, from the inscriptions
of this temple built in 1334 BS, were found. Due to
the famine of Naldanga, a large pond of 17 percent
of the 5 acres excavated by zamindars was used for
the daily work of a large number of people.

How to go:

To go to Lahiri zamindar house, go to Gaibandha
district with train, CNG, Autorixa, Motor cycle,
private car.lt is about 23 kilometer from Gaibandha
town.
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Naldanga Railway Station

Nearly 12 kilometers from Sadullapur Upazila Sadar, six
unions of Sundarganj upazila and four union of
Sadullapur upazilas have provided rail communication.
Naldanga railway station is located opposite Naldanga
zamindar house. Because of the inadequacy of the road
transport system, the railway station was once run by
the people. Due to the smooth connectivity of the
station, the capacity of the station has decreased. Apart
from this, people have been far more urbanized than
intercourse trains. Yet, as a mark of time Naldanga
Railway Station is still engaged in local services.
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Jamalpur Shahi Mosque

Among the various historical relica Jamalpur
Shahi Mosque is one of them. It is said that
well know saint Hazrat Shah Jalal come here
to free the inhabitants of this area from the
oppressor named khirodor raja and in that
time he built a mosque name shah Jalal
Shahi mosque. There the name of his
jamalpur was named after his name.
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Larhi Zamingar Bari
Tulsi Lahiri wasa famous playwright and
£film T actor of 'ihe sub-continent. This
Zamidar house is Situated at Naldanga
under shadullapur pazila which is 20 K.M.
ﬂrom' district sadar. Tulshi Lahiri was
: born in 7 April, 189% at a Zamindal Family.
' _His: father was Suréndra Dev Sharma and
mother was Sha Bbala Devi. Design
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Biranggana: Ms. Safaton Bewwa Birangghna: Razkumari Robidas Fulmoti

Biranggana (Female Freedom Fighter)

Sadullapur is full of multi-dimensional possibilities, participated in the war of liberation in the
war of independence and made a special contribution to the mother land. Which resulted in
the era of heroin, Mrs. Rabidas Phulmati, and Ms Safaton Bewwa as heroic witnesses of history.
They are living as the arrogant of this upazila. In the meantime, Razkumari Robidas Fulmoti,
with government assistance, was given a Birnibis at a cost of taka 9 lakh. At the same time a
permanent residence is ensured for Ms. Safaton Bewwa at the Guchha Gram (Cluster House)
project. Besides these various facilities including government allowances have been continued
for them.

The identity of two Biranggana (Female Freedom Fighter) as bellow

Name: Razkumari Robidas Fulmoti Name: Ms. Safaton Bewwa

W/O: Late Kusiram Robidas W/O: Late Shukur Ali Sheikh
Vill: Uttarpara Vill: Joyenpur

Post+ Upazila: Sadullapur Post+ Upazila: Sadullapur
Dist: Gaibandha Dist: Gaibandha
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Introduction

Fulchhari Upazila is one of the 7 upazilas of
Gaibandha district. The total area of this upazila
is 77,600 acres or 314 sq km. Total population of
the upazila according to the 2001 census, is
1,37,975 people of Fulchhari upzila consists of 7
unions. These are 1) Kanchipara, 2) Oriya 3)
Udakhali, 4) Ghazaria, 5) Fulchhari, 6} Erendabari
and 7) Fazlupur. In this upazila there are
numerous chars, which are created in river-bed
areas every year due to natural disasters and
floods. In 1914 Fulchhari thana was established
on the bank of Brahmaputra. At that time the
big ships, launches, streamers rush into
Fulchhari Ghat. Though the English lord did not
know the name of Gaibandha. They knew about
Fulchhari Ghat.
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No history is found in the name of Fulchhari
Upazila. Before the born of Jamuna in 1936, rivers
like Ghagot, alai, gingiram, bangali, manosh,
gagria, akhira, noleya, brahmaputtra, tista etc
were flown. In course of time, earthquake has
changed the way of these rivers, Every year many
chars are seen for the cause of natural calamities
and flood. When many white kashfuls are seen in
many parts of this area of Brahmanputtra,
probably a creation person called it Fulchhari,
Though its history is unknown. In 1914
Gaibandha thana was divided and it was
established on the bank of the Brahmaputtra,
Fulchhari thana,

Geographical site: In the north Gaibandah Sadar
thana, in the east Dewangonj and Islampur
upzaila of Jamalpur district, in the north Saghata
upazila, in the west Gaibandha sadar and
Saghata upazila.
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Balasi Ghat

Centennial Traditional Balsighat which was
once known as the arcade of East and west
railway links to Bangladesh. In the 19th
Century, Brahmaputra, under the
leadwership of Marine Division, fired from
Fulchhari of Gaibandha to Bahadurabad
Ghat of Jamalpur, so many ferries were
plying later, dut to navigability of Jamuna
and Brahmaputra and the Bangabandhu
Bridge being built, Balashighat lost its
effectiveness. The good news is that the
present government has planned to revive
the dead Balasi ghat under the project.

Construction of an inclusive deck including
modern ferrying in Balasi and
Bahadurabad”. The project costing 124.77
crore taka is going to create Renesa in the
livelihood and communication system of
millions of people.










! TP
TRt 125 =M FATS @ S aferaiiet | Riehiae e 8 GNFt B @ g1t e wiess o
WA e @ eferaifee] AZIR EE TeN SoerE |

&1, 9ING, !, R Rt ARIFA SAETR A @ T | MIAF *TRT Boi7 W e e 1 w16 |
& 7T SR W v ANGR AP T (ST IRCEF WTAITH IS (7 AW | WA AISATTR (MR
ey PoriFa TeR win W whears @i | gE e, 28R A, ohieTer afefii wew -
T G TH O e o e | Wéife et o7 | e € G ol e @ afsafiem
wieaee &1 | Al ooty TEReE q, 3¢, ¢o T Yoo & NI T I BIEE LIS AT | ATIATR (& AT
2fSTftsit (o1e, TSR SITHA T @R 97 AEE 97 E e @ aferfiem wot w1 @ afewEifiee
Té‘zﬁmmwwm%m@amnmﬁw Rfew Toitern (Aee TOF Q@ AE TS A6
e A |

Boat Race

Boat ride is the name of a competition plying boat in the river. It is a technique of rowing and plying boat
that creates a recreational competition. Teesta, Ghagot, Jamuna, Brahmaputtra are the rivers of Gaibandha
district. Ghagot is flowed by in the town of Gaibandha. So it seen to arrange boat ride both the bank of the
people in the flood season. In this occasion people of neighboring villages are invited local administration.
Union Parishad, the representation of the Pourasova even the member of the Parliament are included here,
There is no fixed time. At the end of the rainy season this competition is arranged. In every boat there may
be equal number of boatman like, 7, 25, 50 or 100. People from the neighboring district attend this
competition carrying Dhol, Kortal, with decorated boats. The whole town wears a festive look for this
competition. Beside district town many people from different Upazila attend this boat ride.
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Tohfa and Tahura

Tohfa and Tahura have grown up to 10
months since birth. From back to waist, they
were connected to each other. One of the
road to the toilet is two. But the couple's head-
and -legs are different. Tohfa-Tuhura is the
way to attach, in medical science it is called
'pyogopagas’.

About 16 surgeons from different
departments of Dhaka Medical College were
involved in the operation of the children. After
separating them, the surgeon has operated in
two groups of two operations theater and has
operated by surgeons. The doctors of the
pediatric surgery department said that it is
the first time to separate children 'Pygopagus'
in the history of Bangladesh. Twin twins and
children were separated from Tofa and Tahura.
There are two healthy children,
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Communications weRRE, QEF, WE, 99-wE | T 8iE ot.oo | 8¢o/- TWE ¢oof- T
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Zeifr | it =fe Non-AC Chair fare is 450 to
Carriar Name: Every day from 500/-
Alhamra, Hanif, Shamoly, S.R | 05.00 amto 11.00
Travels, Orin Travels, Rupaly | pm.
Porobahan etc.
(F) TR AR IETOIE WS 9. o et
Brrige-qewt 7@ AEAHE E] Q%0 bo/- TS o0/~ B
i
A. The distance from Gabtoli AC Chair fare is taka 650 to
Bus-Stand in Dhaka via Tanggail 700.
via Bogura to Gaibandha is 270
kilometers
(V) Ui wEMRm ApRoe xge . o (SE-a) iy

TRIT-5E1- BRI WSt T SR
Y o Tl
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The distance from Chayadabad
Bus-Stand in Dhaka via
Mohakhali via Tanggail via
Bogra to Gaibandha is 280
kilometers

3,0C0/- TS 3 oo/ B
AC RN fare is take 1,050 to
1,100.
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Carriar Name: Azad Porobahan,
Saikot Poribahan, Ornab
Poribahan, Nappu Poribahan,
Sonali  Poribahan, Soondar
Poribahan, I-V Poribahan, J-R
Poribahan, Shawon Poribahan,
Shane Khoda, Bhai-Bodu
Poribahan, Sutja Potibahan,Tutjo
Poribahan, Metaly Poribahan,
Gaibandha Travels, Palashbari
Poribahan, Antor Poribahan, J-J
Poribahan, Shanto Sardar,
Monika Travels etc.

R CIRA)eeT
woo/- TS 800/-51F

Chair Normal fare is taka 300
to 400.
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Air communications e RN T S eS A G R 800w +AfE 900/- TE 9qo000/- BIF FI-
R AT A AIAH HATS 2T | R T AT |
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(R TG AT TEIGER/ | 730 amto 430 | DEOTIR (A T O G
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From Dhaka Shahjalal
international Airport to Sayedpur
Airport in Nilphamary District is
350 Kkilometers by Biman
Bangladesh Airnes or Novo
Air/US Bangla Airways.

Sayedpur Airport to Gaibahdha
is 120 kilometers by Bus or
Train.

I G 330/~ TS 3¢o/- B |

TETTFRA/FE Gl 3o/~ TS
woo/- B

4 Il A¢o/- TS Yoo/- Bigl

Air fare ranges from taka
3200 to 7000

Bus fare is taka 210 to 250.

Private care and microbus
fare is taka 250 to 300.

Train fare is taka 250 to
300.
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